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A S C A T H O L I C C H R I S T I A N S , we are blessed to have the
season of Lent as a grace-filled time to honestly and humbly reflect
upon our relationship with Jesus, his Church and those around us.
It is an opportunity that might best be viewed as a long retreat.

BISHOP THOMAS
A. DALY

is the seventh
bishop of the
Diocese of
Spokane.
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We are fortunate in the Diocese of Spokane to have our own
Immaculate Heart Retreat Center, with many opportunities for
prayer and rest offered throughout the year. Understandably, we
might first think of a retreat as
time away where there is a routine
of liturgy, reflection and quiet.
Recall the Gospel for the First Sunday of Lent, where Jesus spends
time in the desert. He is led by the
Spirit into the wilderness, where
he remains for 40 days, the length
of our Lenten season. However,
for most of us, Lent is not a retreat
in that sense. For many families,
the hectic pace of daily life makes
such an opportunity nearly impossible, especially during the school
year. Nonetheless, we all have to
live Lent in the midst of our lives.
Through the traditional practices
of prayer, fasting and charity, we
are truly blessed with six weeks to
invite the Lord to show us those
areas of our lives that are not in
keeping with the demands of
discipleship.

When Jesus went into the
wilderness, he came face to face
with Satan. If Jesus struggled
with the power that is opposed
to the Gospel, we should not be
surprised that the same will be
true in our own lives. There are
many influences outside of us and
deep within us that are hostile to
the call to follow Jesus ever more
closely. Lent is a time for drawing
closer to God and, through repentance, conversion and a change of
heart, to reflect on all he has done
by bringing us salvation.
Seeing our many flaws, sins and
weaknesses, we may grow discouraged and neglect the effort the
Lenten season asks of all Christians. To combat such feelings,
let us remember the words of St.
Paul: “Where sin abounds, grace
abounds all the more.”
As we begin our Lenten journey
together, let us ask the Lord to give
us the graces needed to persevere,
so that when Easter comes, we
can renew our baptismal promises
with much hope and joy.
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From the Editor

R

ecently, I attended the Heart’s on Fire
Men’s Conference and was struck with
the bluntness with which Bishop Daniel

faith, values & academic excellence

Mueggenborg from Seattle spoke about being
hated for our faith. If we are unafraid to speak
the truth in love about the moral teachings of
the Church, we can expect to be called bigots,
to be derided.

While this seemed intuitively
correct, I noticed its reality first
hand when, the night before Ash
Wednesday, I left a comment on
an online article about a bill that
is currently before the Washington
MITCHELL
Legislature that would require all
PALMQUIST
health plans to cover contraceptives
is the editor of
with no exception for religious
Inland Catholic
employers. Perhaps, because I
and executive
am living in a “Catholic bubble”
director of
where most of my friends, family,
communications
and colleagues are Catholic, I was
for the Diocese
surprised by the vitriol that other
of Spokane.
commentators flung at me.
It was an excellent reminder for
me of the truth of Bishop Mueggenborg’s statement that
we can expect to be mocked and derided for our faith
and values as Catholics. As we are now in the season
of Lent and we all are making our sacrifices, this small
incident reminded me that so often as Catholics we
are called to give up worldly prestige for Christ. While
the opprobrium of strangers should not bother us, we
know it does. Yet, we are called to deny ourselves, and
pick up our cross daily to follow Christ. What a great
reminder of this truth these online strangers gave me.
On a personal note: I was deeply honored to be able
to write a story about Father Michael Maher’s departure
from Gonzaga. He is disappointed to leave, and those
of us who know him are genuinely saddened. I had the
fortune, while a student at Gonzaga, to spend part of
the summer in Rome with him, and take classes from
him on campus. My wife and I were honored that he
was a concelebrant at our wedding. I know I will miss
him and hope he is able to return to Spokane often.
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REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Spokane
All Saints
Assumption
Cataldo
St. Aloysius
St. Charles
St. Thomas More
Trinity

534-1098
328-1115
624-8759
489-7295
327-9575
466-3811
327-9369

Spokane Valley
St. John Vianney
St. Mary

926-7987
924-4300

Clarkston
Holy Family

758-6621

Colton-Uniontown
Guardian Angel-St. Boniface

229-3579

Pasco
St. Patrick

547-7261

Walla Walla
Assumption

525-9283

Check it out!
Call today to learn more.

YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

KNIGHTS SUPPORT VOCATION MINISTRIES
WITH PENNIES FOR HEAVEN INITIATIVE

The PREPARES ministry
serving farmworker families
at Tepeyac Haven in Pasco

PREPARES LEADS ANTI-BULLYING
EFFORTS AT TEPEYAC HAVEN
BY LISA SIMPSON

The PREPARES Ministry of Eastern Washington continues to expand its reach powered by volunteers under
the direction of Catholic Charities CAPA/PREPARES
staff. Recently, two young volunteers serving farmworker families through the Mom’s Group at Tepeyac
Haven decided to provide an interactive anti-bullying
workshop for children ages seven and older. Ericka Diaz
and Jameela Bowers, the volunteers, are 2017 graduates
of Tri-City Prep High School. They planned the event
thoughtfully and demonstrated great leadership.
When the children settled in, they were asked to
turn off any devices and to promise to listen and fully
participate in the presentation. The room was organized
to ensure no one felt excluded from the conversations.
The group followed along with a PowerPoint presentation filled with engaging questions. At first they were
shy and reluctant to raise their hands, but as Ericka and
Jameela shared their own experiences, the conversation
opened up. They explored types of bullying, what to do
when you witness or experience it, and when their own
behavior might be considered bullying.
After the discussion, they watched a video then divided into groups to create posters representing what they
had learned. They presented their posters to each other,
and finally, a “No bullying” agreement was read aloud,
signed by each child, and given out as a take-home
reminder of their commitment to be positive influences
at school and with friends.
Ericka and Jameela sent a recap of this wonderful
event and finished by saying, “Thank you for allowing us
to work with these families. It continues to be a blessing,
and we really feel like we get to bond with the moms and
kids.” Thank you Ericka and Jameela for giving your time
to PREPARES! For information on how you can become
involved, please visit www.preparesforlife.org or contact
Ellie Toone at 509.309.5250 or ellie@preparesforlife.org.

The Pennies for Heaven Fund, Inc. (PFH), is a
501(c) (3) corporation
organized under the laws
of Washington State and
is a subsidiary corporation of the Washington
State Council. The more
than 17,500 members of
Washington State Council
serving in their 165 parish
George Czerwonka presents the
councils and communities
Washington State, Knights of Columbus,
of Washington State are
Pennies for Heaven Fund (PFH), gift of
all members of PFH, with
$34,000.00 to Most Rev. Thomas A.
Daly, Bishop of Spokane diocese, for his
each member promising a
diocesan vocation needs this year.
prayer a day and a penny a
day for vocations.
The Washington State Council offers all PFH Fund investment
earnings of interest and dividends plus current year donations from
all local councils to be shared equally by the three diocesan bishops
of Washington State. The PFH Fund began in 1959, and the investment burse has grown to more than 1.35 million dollars. The bishops
have shared more than $100,000 in the past years and more than
one million dollars since the inception of the fund.
The support of the Church, bishops, priests, deacons and religious
is a tenet of the Knights of Columbus and providing support for vocations is a primary intention at the top of their list of good works.
The Knights of Columbus is the largest men’s fraternal organization in the world. St. John Paul II often referred to the Knights
as the “Right Arm of the Church.” George Czerwonka has served
as director and president of the fund during the years 2003-2015.
A member for 54 years of the Knights of Columbus, Czerwonka
served as a state officer and state deputy during the same period.

ST. PATRICK DAY DINNER
Valley Holy Ghost Catholic
Church is hosting its annual
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner on Sunday, March 18,
2018. All are invited to enjoy fried chicken,
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans,
salad, rolls, pie and a beverage at this annual
fundraiser from noon to 2:30 p.m. in Valley,
Wash. Adults cost $10, children ages 6-10
are $6, ages 3-5 are $4 and under 3 are free.
Valley Holy Ghost Church is located at 3083
Hemlock St., Valley, WA 99181.
BY KELLIE
TRUDEAU
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YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

ST. PATRICK PARISH
IN HILLYARD TO
CELEBRATE 125 YEARS
BY MITCHELL PALMQUIST

St. Patrick Parish, a
storied community in
Spokane’s Hillyard neighborhood, will celebrate 125
years as a parish. Established in 1893, the parish
was originally served by the Jesuits. The first church was a simple
wooden structure. By 1909, the parish had outgrown the building
and built the current brick Romanesque church. In 1963, the
Jesuits turned over administration of the parish to the diocese.
A unique treasure of the parish is the altar designed by the wellknown local artist Harold Balazs. The parish continues to be a
beacon of light in the neighborhood.
On March 17, 2018, St. Patrick’s Day, the parish will mark their
125 anniversary with a Mass celebrated by Bishop Daly. Mass is at
4 p.m., with reception to follow.

COMPANIONS ON
THE JOURNEY

WALLA WALLA TEENS IN NEED WILL FIND
MORE HELP THANKS TO THE LOFT
As Catholic Charities Walla Walla prepares to
open The Loft, Walla Walla’s new teen shelter,
they have hosted a number of events to celebrate the introduction of this needed resource into our community. Depicted are
images from the Grand Opening event and an Open House that
included a blessing of the shelter from Father Matthew Nicks of
St. Patrick’s Church.
The Loft is a six-bed facility that will provide 24-hour emergency shelter for unaccompanied youth ages 12-17. Our mission
is to empower youth to reach their social, emotional and intellectual potential by offering temporary residence, permanency
planning and individualized support for youth experiencing
homelessness. The Loft will also provide youth with guidance
and support from caring staff trained in Trauma Informed Care,
Positive Youth Development and strength-based models. Staff
will connect youth to resources throughout the community and
host age-appropriate programming to promote youth development. All services provided by or referred through the Walla
Walla Teen Shelter will be individualized and youth-centered.

BY TIM MELIAH
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crsricebowl.org/begin

Order your materials
by contacting Scott Cooper at
509.358.4273 or email at
scooper@ccspokane.org

ST. ALOYSIUS’ NEW GYM:
BLESSED AND READY FOR STUDENTS
On the morning of Feb. 5, 2018, the students of
St. Aloysius gathered for morning prayer in their new
gym and welcomed several special guests. As part of morning prayer,
Bishop Thomas Daly, and St. Aloysius’ pastor and associate pastor,
Father Paul Cochran, SJ and Father Peter Byrne, SJ blessed the building with holy water.
During the prayer, the kindergarten class shared their gratitude for the
new building, thanking everyone from their grandparents to Garco Construction, to Bishop Daly for their support for the new building. Bishop
Daly noted that “this is a time of renewal for our Catholic schools.”
As this construction project is now wrapping up, another building is
entering its final stages: the new Trinity Catholic School. Both projects
are signs of the vitality and renewal Bishop Daly often speaks about.
BY MITCHELL
PALMQUIST

SCHOOLS UPDATE
As the Catholic Schools of our diocese continue to
collaborate and grow together in their service to our
children, the Inland Catholic will highlight some behind the scenes
initiatives of our schools.
In light of national concerns for student safety, both in terms of
campus safety and forms of self harm, the diocesan schools have begun
a collaborative review of best practices. In consultation with experts in
the field, local police, public school districts, and other relevant parites a
task force is looking at an updated set of best practices for our schools.
In an effort to continue strentghening the math curriculum throughout the diocese, teachers are placing a special focus on mathmetics at
the March diocesan-wide school in-service.

STAFF REPORT

IN MEMORIAM:
SISTER M. LAURA MICHELS
(JANICE MICHELS), SNJM
Sister of the Holy Names M. Laura
Michels (Janice Catherine Michels) died in
the early evening of Wednesday, Feb. 7,
2018, at Hospice of Spokane House, Spokane.
Sister Laura was the fourth child and only daughter born
to John Michels and Catherine E. Sziller Michels. Born in
Chicago on Jan. 3, 1942, the family settled in Veradale,
Wash., before Sister Laura began first grade. Sister Laura
was accepted into the novitiate of the Sisters of the Holy
Names of Jesus and Mary (Marylhurst, Ore.) in the summer of 1959. She pronounced perpetual vows in 1966. Her
education continued at Ft. Wright College (Spokane) where
she completed a bachelor’s degree in education and, in
1970, she completed a M.Ed. in curriculum and instruction
from the University of Washington.
Sister Laura’s early ministries included elementary
classroom teaching and leadership as principal at parish
schools in Seattle, Everett and Bellevue. In 1983, she attended the Institute for Spirituality and Worship at Berkeley, which shifted her ministry focus to working with and
among young adults. At Gonzaga University, Sister Laura
ministered for more than 30 years in some capacity with
the Campus Ministry Department. She loved her role as
chaplain with the Women’s Basketball team and the Men’s
Baseball team. She oversaw the preparation of liturgies and
retreats and expressed the desire to support young people
as they learned the balance of education, sports, and spirituality for the full development of their person.
Sister Laura was deeply committed to her Holy Names
Community; she took time in 2000 to serve a six-year term
on the leadership team for the then Washington Province.
Many a sisters’ community gathering enjoyed Sister Laura’s
rendition of a popular tune whose words were changed to
match the occasion, or to learn her latest rap! Her gift with
words and music will be missed, as will her enthusiasm,
her infectious smile, and her profound love of people. She
returned to Gonzaga in 2006 and left her position in early
January as her ongoing medical condition deteriorated.
Sister Laura is survived by the members of her religious
community, the extended families of her many nieces and
nephews, and the many lives that she was a part of over
her years at Gonzaga University. Sister Laura was preceded in death by her parents and her three brothers: John M.
Michels (Norma), James J. Michels (LaVina), and Michael F.
Michels (Susan).
Memorial gifts may be made to the Sisters of the Holy
Names Retirement Fund, 2911 West Fort Wright Drive,
Spokane, WA 99224.
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SHE SAYS:

I think we should
sacrifice to have
no debt
Daniel thinks a growing
balance on our credit
card is fine, but I don’t
think we should keep
spending and paying
these high interest
charges. We need to
live within our means.

HE SAYS:

I think we can
carry a balance
on the credit card
and live well
I don’t see the problem
with paying a monthly
fee on our credit card
bill so we can buy
the things we want
and live comfortably.
Christine is too frugal.

DIFFERENT VIEWS ON

WHAT DO
THEY DO?

SPENDING and finances can
create tension in a marriage, but
it can balance out, too, when a

spender is gently harnessed in by a saver, or a saver
is loosened up by a spender. It can work if both
parties listen to the other and — together — forge a
financial plan that allows them to live in a way that
conforms to their shared faith, desires and goals.

The first step is clarifying sensible financial principles.
Remember Christine, while you might want no debt
whatever, there’s a big difference between dumb debt
and smart debt. While the first will almost always hurt
you, the second really can help you.
Smart debt is borrowing to purchase necessary,
non-depreciating or income-producing items, such
as a home, a business or an education. Dumb debt is
borrowing to purchase unnecessary items, such as a
vacation, eating out or a fancy new car (but look at
used cars with just the features you really need). Sorry,
Daniel, but most reputable financial advisers agree that
carrying a credit card balance to purchase these things
is a textbook example of dumb debt. If you have such a
balance, pay it off ASAP, sacrificing if you have to.
The second step is realizing, in light of our faith, that
to truly “live well” means less about how we balance
spending now vs. saving for later, and more about how
we care for our souls. For instance, wherever else we
channel our money, we must first tithe a generous portion of it to God. This is as much for our own happiness
as it is for that of the recipients.
Finally, even if we have enough money left over to
indulge in the luxuries of “the good life,” prudence is always best. While God wants us to enjoy the fruits of our
honest labors, he also warns us about “the deceitfulness
of wealth,” (Mt 13:22) which, like weeds, can slowly choke
off his life within us. As C.S. Lewis put it, “Don’t let your
happiness depend on something you may lose.”

daughter is bullying a friend online.
Q: My
What can I do as a parent to stop her?
A: “Nobody likes me, everybody
hates me, guess I’ll go eat worms …”
In 1905, Charles Scribner’s Sons published an illustration of a forlorn child
sitting on his porch steps, head sunk
onto hand; the “worm song” captioned the picture. Bullying differs
from childhood squabbles because
it is a persistent behavior.
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DISCUSS THE BULLYING.
Ask your daughter how the bullying
began and what forms it takes. Is
she part of a group that bullies? Is
she a victim in a different context?
Listen carefully, then explain your
plan to monitor the apps/internet
sites that she uses (taking away
internet access tends to make the
issue go underground). It may be
useful to ask your parish staff for a
referral to a psychologist.
PARTNER WITH THE SCHOOL.
Counselors and teachers can help.
Does your daughter have difficulty
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STEVE AND
BRIDGET PATTON

hold master’s
degrees in
theology and
counseling and
serve as family
life ministers for
the Diocese of
Sacramento.

YOUR LIFE
PARENTING

REPERCUSSIONS FOR THE
BULLY. If the classroom becomes a
hostile environment for the victim,
then it is the bully who needs to be
moved. Also, information posted
on the internet may be available
in searches years later. As a young
adult, her college or career plans
may be impacted by her bullying.
Cyberbullying takes many forms,
such as spreading rumors or embarrassing someone. All of these run
contrary to the loving message of
our God. Pray 1 John 2:10-11.

T. GENNARA

BULLYING CONTEXTS. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that 16 percent
of high schoolers are cyberbullying
victims. Most bullying occurs in
schools, buses, playgrounds and
neighborhoods; cyberbullying may
co-occur with these contexts or
occur only electronically. Cyber-

bullying follows the victims into a
traditional safe haven — home.

regulating her emotions at school?
Is she targeting students who are
different from the rest of her classmates? Some schools have strategic
interventions to address bullying.
If yours doesn't, this is a time to
promote their adoption.

YOUR LIFE
MARRIAGE
MATTERS

DR. CATHLEEN
MCGREAL

is a psychology
professor and
certified spiritual
director.

YOUR FAITH
SPIRITUAL
FITNESS

HOW YO UR LI FE CAN BE TRANSFO RME D
THRO UGH THE

EUCHAR I ST

AS I TRAV E L A R O U ND THI S CO U NTRY speaking in so many
parishes and dioceses, and as I participate in large and small conferences bringing Catholics together from all walks of life and nationalities, one of the sad and difficult realizations I have had to face is
this: Many do not believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist. Often, it is because of poor catechesis, but often, too, our
weak or tentative faith does not survive the painful and tragic events
of life in this world. So, in this issue and the next, I want to talk about
the power of the Eucharist to nourish and sustain you through the
pain and the sorrow of life, so that you may come to know that you
are never alone. You are never abandoned.

I am going to ask you to take these sections from
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and from Scripture
for the next few weeks, ponder them and ask God to
resurrect your faith, to sustain and increase it.
SECTION 1323: “At the Last Supper on the night he was
betrayed, our Savior instituted the Eucharistic Sacrifice of
his Body and Blood. This he did in order to perpetuate the
sacrifice of the cross throughout the ages until he should
come again, and so to entrust to his beloved spouse, the
Church, a memorial of his death and resurrection, a
sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a
Paschal banquet in which Christ is consumed, the mind is
filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given us.”

Christ loved us so much that he gave us his own
flesh and blood to nourish and sustain us. He gave
himself to us in an external form of bread and wine,
but Christ’s body and blood are really substantially
present ... Do I believe?
T. GENNARA

SISTER ANN
SHIELDS

is a renowned
author and a
member of the
Servants of
God’s Love.
@srannshieldssgl

1374: “The mode of Christ’s presence under the
Eucharistic species is unique. It raises the Eucharist
above all the sacraments as ‘the perfection of the
spiritual life and the end to which all the sacraments
tend.’ In the most blessed sacrament of the Eucharist,
‘the body and the blood, together with the soul and the
divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ is truly, really and
substantially contained.’”

St. John Chrysostom declares, “It is not man that
causes the things offered to become the body and
the blood of Christ, but he who was crucified for
us, Christ himself. The priest, in the role of Christ,
pronounces these words, but their power and grace
are God’s. ‘This is my body,’ he says. This word transforms the things offered.”St. Ambrose: “Be convinced
that this is not what nature has formed, but what the
blessing has consecrated. The power of the blessing prevails over that which is nature, because by
the blessing nature itself has changed ... Could not
Christ’s word, which can make from nothing what
did not exist, change existing things into what they
were not before? It is no less a feat to give things
their original nature than to change their nature.”
(See CCC #1375)
Read Matthew 26:26-35 and Luke 22:7-23. See also
Luke 24: 13-35, where the disciples recognized him
in the breaking of the bread.
God’s love is so immense that he gives himself to
us truly and really present in his body and blood.
He gives himself that we might be nourished on our
long journey through life. He gives himself so totally
because he loves us and wants us sustained on the
journey that will bring us finally to him, to the source
of all love forever where there will be no mourning or
weeping or pain or death anymore.
Ponder these truths daily; read the Scripture passages daily. Ask God to give you faith or to increase your
faith. He will never be outdone in generosity.
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NUESTRO QUINTO
ENCUENTRO DIOCESANO

L

ogramos caminar juntos en nuestras
parroquias con el Quinto Encuentro.
El pasado 13 de Enero del 2018 culminamos
nuestros esfuerzos parroquiales al hacer
posible el Quinto Encuentro Diocesano. Durante más
de un año pudimos construir 5 pláticas sobre este
Quinto Encuentro y nuestro Encuentro Parroquial. De
esta manera, vimos las necesidades de la comunidad
hispana en nuestra Diócesis de Spokane y, también,
pudimos ver claramente que necesitamos más
evangelización y apoyo pastoral para poder atraer
más y más a las personas que ya no asisten a la Iglesia
o que nunca ha asistido a la Iglesia. Muchas personas
pudieron salir a visitar casas y a invitar a nuevas
personas a regresar a la Iglesia Católica. En este
caminar, nos dimos cuenta de muchas necesidades
parroquiales y con lo que disponemos para poder
llamar a más personas a Dios. Todo esto para poder
tener un encuentro personal con Cristo.

SU VIDA
ESPAÑOL

PADRE
GUSTAVO RUIZ

Párroco de
Connell, Eltopia
y Basin City.
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Es por esto que, se decidió
hacer el Quinto Encuentro
Diocesano, invitando a Nuestro
Señor Obispo Thomas Anthony
Daly y a dos presentadores (Pedro
Ruvalcaba y Jesús Huerta) para
poder poner juntas todas las
experiencias parroquiales que ya
habíamos tenido. Con la ayuda
de la comunidad parroquial de
Othello y con la participación de las
parroquias de Connell, su Misión
San Juan Diego, de Walla Walla,
de Spokane (San José), de Pasco,
de Okanogan, Oroville y Tonasket,
y de Othello de la Diócesis de
Spokane y con la participación de
las comunidades de Mattawa y de
Royal City de la Diócesis de Yakima,
aproximadamente 220 personas se
reunieron en la Secundaria (Junior
High) de McFarlane en Othello para
este evento diocesano.
Con la animación del coro de
Walla Walla, iniciamos a las 8 am
con las registraciones de todas las
personas que asistieron al Quinto
Encuentro Diocesano por parte del

Diacono Chalo Martínez y a Scott
Cooper. Después, el Padre Alejandro
Zepeda dio la bienvenida a todas las
personas y a nuestro Obispo. El Padre
Miguel Mejía participo traduciendo
lo que pasaba a nuestro Obispo y
sacando muchas fotos del evento. La
Hermana Margarita Hernández hizo
una capilla de oración donde estaba
la Virgen de Guadalupe y la Cruz
del Quinto Encuentro — la cual fue
bendecida por Nuestro Señor Obispo
Thomas Anthony Daly. Ella también
dio la oración inicial para comenzar
las actividades del Quinto Encuentro
Diocesano. Entonces, se presentó un
video que contenía dos entrevistas a
Ana Salmerón, catequista de Othello,
y al Monseñor Pedro Ramírez, los
cuales dieron una pequeña reseña
histórica del ministerio hispano
en la Diócesis de Spokane y sus
experiencias en los pasados cuatro
Encuentros anteriores.
Después, Jesús Huerta dio un
tema sobre lo que se encontró y
sobre los resultados de los trabajo
parroquiales para el Quinto
Encuentro. Algunas comunidades
dieron su punto de vista de las
necesidades de la comunidad
Hispana en nuestras parroquias.
El animo a todas las personas a
trabajar por la evangelización de
nuestro pueblo hispano católico y
para promover las mejores acciones
pastorales para nuestras parroquias.
El Padre Gustavo Ruiz dio
instrucciones para que, por pequeños
grupos, las personas que asistieron
pudieran compartir lo que está
pasando en las comunidades
hispanas de nuestras parroquias y
lo que aún nos falta por trabajar o
lo que necesitamos para evangelizar
mejor a todas las personas. Después,
de algunas confusiones, las personas
pudieron contestar algunas
preguntas y dialogar lo que nos hace
falta mejorar a nivel parroquial y
diocesano para con la comunidad
hispana. Al mediodía, todos
disfrutamos una gran comida gracias
a la comunidad de Othello que la
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preparo con gran esmero.
Luego de un receso, Pedro
Ruvalcaba nos dio una presentación
de lo que ha pasado y lo que está
pasando a nivel nacional con el
Quinto Encuentro. Lo que captó
más la atención de las personas fue
la existencia de la Región XII, a la
cual pertenecemos y que nuestra
Diócesis de Spokane cuenta con
el 47% de hispanos del 100%
de católicos en toda la Diócesis.
Nuevamente, el Padre Gustavo
Ruiz les dio la indicación a las
personas que por pequeños grupos
respondieran a las preguntas de
lo que se necesita mejorar en las
comunidades hispanas a nivel
parroquial, diocesano y regional.
Todas las personas cooperaron
entusiásticamente y, al final, hubo un
plenario donde la gente expreso los
aciertos y los desafíos que tenemos en
la Diócesis de Spokane para con las
comunidades parroquiales hispanas.
Finalmente, Nuestro Señor Obispo
Thomas Anthony Daly puso todas
las intenciones de nuestro Quinto
Encuentro en la Eucaristía de
clausura. El Padre Alejandro Zepeda y
el Padre Miguel Mejía concelebraron
con nuestro Obispo. El Diacono Joel
Pruneda ayudo en la Santa Misa.
Este evento nos dio muchos frutos
que debemos de trabajar ahora en
nuestras parroquias, en nuestra
Diócesis y en nuestra Región. Les
queremos dar las gracias a todas las
personas que hicieron este evento
posible y, ahora, solo queda poner
en práctica los frutos de este Quinto
Encuentro para mejorar nuestra
evangelización y nuestra actividad
misionera en nuestra Diócesis
de Spokane. Gracias también al
Padre Patrick Kerst, al Padre Daniel
Barnett, quienes apoyaron en todo
este proceso y a todos los párrocos
de nuestras comunidades hispanas.
¡Necesitamos más discípulos
misioneros!
¡Muchísimas gracias a todos! ¡Que
Dios los proteja siempre! ¡Dios los
bendiga!

OUR V DIOCESAN
ENCUENTRO
HISPANIC CATHOLICS GATHER IN
PARISHES AND DIOCESES ACROSS
THE COUNTRY TO GROW IN FAITH
AND EVANGELISTIC ZEAL
We have journeyed together in our parishes towards
the V Encuentro. On Jan. 13, 2018, we finished our
parish efforts and were able to gather for the V Diocesan
Encuentro event. For more than a year, we were able to
host five small talks on the V Encuentro and host our
parish Encuentros. Through these events, we saw the
needs of the Hispanic community in the Diocese of
Spokane, and we also saw clearly that we need more
evangelization and pastoral support in order to attract
more people who don’t go to church or who have never
attended church. Many people were able to go and
visit homes, and invite new people to come back to the
Catholic Church. In this experience, we realized our
many parish needs and what we must do in order to
bring more people to God. All this effort was directed towards personal encounter with Christ. For this
reason, it was decided to hold a V Diocesan Encuentro.
We invited Bishop Thomas A. Daly and two presenters
(Pedro Ruvalcaba and Jesús Huerta) so that we could
share our parish experiences with one another.
Jesús Huerta presented the results of the parish small
groups for the V Encuentro. He encouraged everyone to
work for the evangelization of Hispanic Catholics and
to promote the best pastoral practices for our parishes.
Pedro Ruvalcaba gave a presentation of what has
been happening at the national level with the V
Encuentro. What caught most people's attention was
the existence of Region XII and that the Diocese of
Spokane’s Catholic population is 47 percent Hispanic.
Small groups responded to questions concerning what
is needed to improve in our parishes, in our diocese
and in our region.Finally, Bishop Daly brought all

BY FATHER GUS RUIZ

the intentions of our V Encuentro to the Mass. Father
Alejandro Zepeda and Father Miguel Mejía concelebrated with our bishop. Deacon Joel Pruneda assisted
at Mass. This event bore many fruits that we must
now practice in our parishes, in our diocese and in
our region. We would like to thank all the people who
made this event possible.
Many thanks to all! May God protect us always!
God bless you all!

WHAT IS THE V ENCUENTRO?
The V Encuentro is a four-year process of
ecclesial reflection and action that invites
all Catholics in the United States to intense
missionary activity, consultation, leadership
development, and identification of best
ministerial practices in the spirit of the New
Evangelization. The process is a priority activity of the USCCB’s
Strategic Plan for 2017-2020. The V Encuentro starts at the grassroots level and calls for the development of resources and initiatives
to better serve the fast-growing Hispanic population in dioceses,
parishes, ecclesial movements and other Catholic organizations and
institutions in light of its theme: Missionary Disciples: Witnesses of
God’s Love (V Enceuntro Fact Sheet).
To learn more, visit vencuentro.org
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DEL OBISPO
ESPAÑOL

VIVIR LA CUARESMA
EN NUESTRO DIARIO VIVIR

C

omo cristianos católicos, tenemos la bendición de tener
el tiempo de la Cuaresma como un tiempo lleno de
gracia para reflexionar honesta y humildemente sobre

nuestra relación con Jesús, su Iglesia y los que nos rodean. Es una
oportunidad que puede ser mejor entendida como un largo retiro.

OBISPO THOMAS
A. DALY

es el séptimo
obispo de la
Diócesis de
Spokane.

Somos afortunados en la Diócesis de Spokane
de tener nuestro propio Centro de Retiros llamado
Immaculate Heart, que ofrece muchas oportunidades
para orar y descansar durante todo el año. Es
comprensible que primero pensemos en un retiro
como un tiempo alejado donde hay una rutina de
liturgia, reflexión y quietud. Recordemos el Evangelio
del Primer Domingo de Cuaresma, donde Jesús pasa
un tiempo en el desierto. El Espíritu lo conduce al
desierto, donde permanece durante 40 días, la duración
de nuestra temporada de Cuaresma. Sin embargo, para
la mayoría de nosotros, la Cuaresma no es un retiro en

MADE FOR GREATNESS

ese sentido. Para muchas familias, el ritmo agitado de la
vida diaria hace que tal oportunidad sea casi imposible,
especialmente durante el año escolar. No obstante,
todos tenemos que vivir la Cuaresma en nuestra vida
diaria. A través de las prácticas tradicionales de oración,
ayuno y caridad, somos bendecidos verdaderamente
con seis semanas para invitar al Señor a mostrarnos
aquellas áreas de nuestras vidas que no están de
acuerdo con las exigencias del discipulado.
Cuando Jesús fue al desierto, se encontró cara a
cara con Satanás. Si Jesús luchó con el poder que se
opone al Evangelio, no debería sorprendernos que
lo mismo sea cierto en nuestras propias vidas. Hay
muchas influencias fuera de nosotros y en lo profundo
de nosotros que son hostiles al llamado a seguir a Jesús
cada vez más de cerca. La Cuaresma es un tiempo
para acercarse a Dios y, a través del arrepentimiento, la
conversión y un cambio de corazón, para reflexionar
sobre todo lo que ha hecho trayéndonos la salvación.
Viendo nuestros muchos defectos, pecados y
debilidades, podemos desanimarnos y descuidar el
esfuerzo que el tiempo de Cuaresma pide a todos
los cristianos. Para combatir tales sentimientos,
recordemos las palabras de San Pablo: “Donde abunda
el pecado, la gracia abunda aún más”.
Al comenzar nuestro viaje cuaresmal juntos,
pidamos al Señor que nos dé las gracias necesarias para
perseverar, para que cuando llegue la Pascua podamos
renovar nuestras promesas bautismales con mucha
esperanza y alegría.

WHOLEHEARTED18
BY ALISA KOSTECKA

The seventh annual Heart’s on Fire Men’s Conference took place at the
Maribeau Hotel and Convention Center in Spokane Valley in January. The
theme focused on a quote from Pope emeritus Benedict XVI, “The world
offers you comfort, but you were not made for comfort. You were made
for greatness!”
Bishop Daniel H. Mueggenborg, a new auxiliary bishop in Seattle, compared
the spiritual life to mountain biking, a hobby he knows well. He offered to the
men: Ten Rules of Mountain Biking and Discipleship. The second speaker, Jon
Leonetti, a Catholic speaker and evangelist, shared three keynote talks. The
day concluded with Mass celebrated by Bishop Thomas Daly.

“WHOLEHEARTED”
was the Diocese of Spokane’s first-ever Catholic
Women’s Conference
on Feb. 10. Nearly 350
attendees welcomed
Sister Clare Hunter and
Heather Renshaw for keynote addresses and other
experts for eight different
workshops. This new women’s ministry is committed
to kindle the warmth from the heart to give the light of
Jesus to the world. The vision of WHOLEHEARTED is to
share a love for Jesus and gather to be encouraged and
equipped to live life joyfully, wholeheartedly, and abundantly as beloved daughters of God. For more information about women’s ministries in the diocese, contact
the Office of Evangelization.
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AMY LAWS

BY MITCHELL PALMQUIST

YOUR LIFE
CULTURE

BE ST
MOVIE S
OF THE YEAR

Movies are given in alphabetical order.
“THE BIG SICK” This film brings
the romantic-comedy genre back
to life. Written by real-life couple
Kumail Nanjiani and Emily Gordon
on their love relationship of a Pakistani-American comedian and a
white U.S. citizen who ends up
in a coma.
“DARKEST HOUR” A companion
to “Dunkirk.” It has extraordinary
acting by Gary Oldman as Winston
Churchill. Kristin Scott Thomas is
great as his wife.
“COCO” The feast of the “Day of
the Dead” comes alive with Disney
touches. It is a moving story of
family in the context of Mexican
culture. It was six years in the
making and has incredible visuals
from Pixar. Great family movie.
“DUNKIRK” Director Christopher
Nolan gives us a powerful visual
experience of a heart-throbbing
historical event. Little dialogue.
The cinematography by Hoyte
van Hoytema is incredible.

“GET OUT” Only for those who
like a horror film. Jordan Peele
directs a film centering on racism.
It is okay to shut your eyes toward
the end of the film.
“LADY BIRD” A wonderful “coming of age” film directed by Greta
Gerwig. Saoirse (sir-she) Ronan is
Lady Bird. It is her senior year in
high school. She wants out of her
hometown of Sacramento. There
is much conflict with her mother,
played by Laurie Metcalf. Both
women give great performances.
And would you believe, priests and
nuns are wonderfully portrayed.
“THE POST” Steven Spielberg
does it again in a story of the Pentagon Papers and a free press. Meryl
Streep is superb as Kay Graham,
publisher of the Washington Post
and Tom Hanks is terrific as famed
editor Ben Bradlee.
FATHER THOMAS
CASWELL

is a senior priest
of the Diocese
of Spokane.

USCCB Ratings can be
found at usccb.org

“THREE BILLBOARDS OUTSIDE
EBBING, MISSOURI” A favorite of
mine that has several warnings: It
has too much bad language, lots
of dark humor and over-the-top
events. But it has great acting
by Frances McDormand, Woody
Harrelson and Sam Rockwell. It is
a story of anger and vengeance,
with hopeful moves toward
reconciliation.
“WIND RIVER” A strong mystery involving the Native American
community in Wyoming. There is
considerable violence toward the
end of the film. Jeremy Renner is a
Wildlife Service agent, and Elizabeth Olsen is from the FBI.
“WONDER” A family-friendly film
from a children’s book. Julia Roberts so loved reading the book to
her children she called the filmmakers and asked to play the mother in
the film. Jacob Tremblay is excellent
as the bullied middle-schooler.
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Mass for the Cathedral’s Titular
Feast (Left to Right: Dcn. Kestell,
Bishop Skylstad, Cardinal Levada,
Dcn. Ruscheinsky and Bishop Daly).
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Cardinal Levada.

Grace of Lourdes

FO UND AT AN N UAL N OVE N A
BY MITCHELL
PALMQUIST

SEVENTH ANNUAL LOURDES NOVENA FOR
HEALING ATTRACTS HUNDREDS EACH NIGHT
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes celebrated the
seventh annual Lourdes Novena for healing; beginning
on the feast of St. Blaise, Feb. 3, with the blessing of the
throats and ending Feb. 11 on the feast of the Cathedral’s
namesake, Our Lady of Lourdes. The novena brings
many people to the parish to pray for the healing of all
forms of illness: mental, physical, emotional and spiritual.
Throughout the week, participants heard sermons
on healing, the battle of good and evil, the holy rosary,
breaking the shackles of addiction, the holy Eucharist,
the saving power of the cross, the sacrament of the
sick, and St. Peregrine, patron of cancer patients.
A highlight of the novena was the visit of Cardinal
William Levada, who for many years served as one of
Pope Benedict’s senior advisors and prefect for the
Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith. Before his
time at the Vatican, Cardinal Levada was archbishop of
San Francisco, and prior to that, archbishop of Portland.
Cardinal Levada celebrated the 11 a.m. Mass on the feast
of Our Lady of Lourdes. The Cathedral celebrates the
feast of its patroness as a Solemnity, the highest rank
of feast days, as it is the titular feast of the Cathedral.
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Cardinal Levada preached on the World Day of the Sick,
which the Church celebrates on the feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes. Recounting stories of St. Damien of Molokai
and Archbishop Fulton Sheen working with lepers, he
made the point that, “when we treat others as untouchable we become untouchable ourselves.”
Cardinal William Levada concluded the novena that
evening, preaching on the sacrament of the anointing
of the sick; many — young and old — came forward to
receive this sacrament from Cardinal Levada, Bishop
Daly, or one of the many other priests present.
Father Kyle Ratuiste, the Cathedral’s parochial vicar,
shared his impressions of the novena, saying, “I found
it to be a beautiful, moving, and humbling time of
prayer. It was very honest about the reality of suffering
many people experience. I was especially touched by
the reading of novena intentions each night — it made
the crosses that many bear silently so much more real
for me. At the same time, the novena was charged
with hope. It was inspiring to see so many gathered
in prayer and faith for nine straight days (including a
Super Bowl Sunday)!”

Hundreds of people from throughout the diocese attended
the Lourdes Novena for Healing. The following are just a
few of their comments and reflections.

The novena nights helped me in
ways I didn’t think possible.

Historic Pulpit in foreground,
Nativity Rose Window in the
Background (Our Lady of
Lourdes Cathedral).
Cardinal Levada anoints 100
year old Eleanor Skok, a long
time cathedral parishioner.

Thank you so much for an amazing
spiritual experience! My soul is so much
happier and filled with God’s Spirit!
Soon after the novena I returned to
my eye specialist for treatment of my
worsening macular degeneration. At
the time I was receiving chemo shots
in each eye every six to eight weeks.
The doctor tested my eyes by putting
dye in my veins and taking pictures
of my eyes. After a couple of hours
he returned and said, “I don’t know
why, but your eyes are better. I won’t
have to give you the eye shots this
time.” And then he said, “This just
doesn’t happen.” I told him about the
novena and he replied, “I’ll take this
as Jesus did it, as there is no other
explanation.”

Bishop Thomas Daly and
Father Gene Tracy adminster
the annointing of the sick.
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F

Father Michael Maher, SJ, first
came to Gonzaga in 2003 from
the St. Louis University history department when former
GU President Father Robert
Spitzer, SJ, asked him to serve
as dean of the Gonzaga-in-Flor-

Father Michael Maher saying
Mass at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Lourdes.

ence program. Father Maher

Father Michael
Maher lecturing in
a Roman Museum.

quickly became known for his
presence among students. As
an educator and administrator,
he had always been deeply
concerned for student welfare,
Catholic identity, and high academic standards. Father Darrin

BELOVED PRIEST AND
PROFESSOR DEPARTS
GONZAGA UNIVERSITY

Connall, the vicar general of
the Diocese of Spokane, spoke
highly of Father Maher, sharing “I’ve witnessed his regular
interaction with students at
Gonzaga University and parishioners throughout the diocese.
Father Maher exemplifies what
Pope Francis calls ‘getting the
smell of the sheep.’”
WHITWORTH HISTORY DEPT.

Father Michael Maher with Whitworth
University students, after guest lecturing
Jesuit history in East Asia.
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After Florence, Maher returned to
teaching as a professor of history
at the main campus. In addition to
his work at Gonzaga, he quickly
became involved with seminary
formation and assisting in many
parishes throughout the Spokane
area. He was often in high demand
to provide presentations at church
events, and offer spiritual direction.
While at Gonzaga and even after
his departure, Father Maher has
been a fixture at Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center (IHRC). Sister Mary
Eucharista, the retreat center program director, had high praise for
Father Maher’s work with retreatants. ”Father Maher is one of our
most popular speakers at the retreat

BY MITCHELL PALMQUIST

center. His hilarious sense of humor
mingled with his historical depth,
religious sensibilities and extensive
Jesuit and Marian spirit make him
the perfect leader for retreats, days
of prayer and dinner series.”
Father Maher entered the Society
of Jesus in 1975 and had various
teaching assignments during formation — from middle school science
on the Pine Ridge Reservation, to
English instructor in Korea.
In 2006, Father Maher developed
stage 3 colon cancer. While undergoing chemotherapy, he continued
to lecture and interact with students
on campus. He served as chair of
the History Department, and later
as chair of the Catholic Studies program. In 2011, the university asked
Father Maher to serve as the Jesuit
chaplain-in-residence for Coughlin
Hall, a new dormitory, where he
made himself readily available to
students in the building.
In the summers, Father Maher
led trips for Gonzaga and Whitworth students for six-weeks of
study in Rome. Students stayed
in a neighborhood while studying
the art and history of Rome. His
extensive knowledge of the history
of the Jesuit order and the history
of Rome was reflected in the walking lectures he offered students.
Their experience was enriched by
his years of experience living at the
Jesuit Curia in Rome and working
in the Jesuit archives.
A former student, Father Jeff
Lewis, spoke at length about Father
Maher’s impact on him during his
time at Bishop White Seminary at
Gonzaga, “I definitely got a sense
from Father Maher that he was not
just a professor but also a pastor to
his students. I’ve known him not
only as a brother-priest but also
as a student and have always been
impressed by his pastoral nature.”
Professor Ted Nitz, a colleague
of Father Maher in the history
department, who is also the arch-

deacon for the Episcopal Diocese
of Spokane, spoke glowingly of
Father Maher’s deep commitment
to “working with students in ways
many faculty never get the opportunity to do.”
A sentiment that was echoed by
Mark Van Heel, a manager for Sodexo’s main dining hall at Gonzaga
who saw Father Maher in the dining hall daily. “He didn’t pick out
anyone in particular, he would just
go make friends with people, and
he would sit down and join them.
He was always in here to let them
vent, to talk to them and to share
his knowledge,” said Van Heel.
Everyone you talk to on campus
who knew him seemed to love
him, even if they might disagree
with him on many issues. He was
a strong advocate for the Catholic
and Jesuit mission of the university.
Professor Nitz remarked that Father
Maher was “committed to being one
of the visible faces of the Society of
Jesus on this campus.”
Professor Eric Cunningham, also
a History Department colleague,
noted Father Maher’s deep commitment to the university’s Catholic
and Jesuit mission. “He always
fought very hard to promote the
values and ideals of Ex Corde Ecclesia and he always exhibited fidelity
to the teachings of the Church.”
Ex Corde Ecclesia is the Church’s
guiding document on the nature of
Catholic universities.
Both Professors Nitz and Cunningham were quick to point out
that Father Maher’s commitment
to the Catholic mission of the
university was never exclusionary.
Nitz, speaking as a member of the
Episcopalian clergy, said: “One of
Michael’s strengths was to make us,
other members of the church ‘catholic,’ feel comfortable.” Cunningham also spoke to Father Maher’s
pastoral nature: “Father Mather
was a very inspirational shepherd,
he worked tirelessly to promote

the faith, and he was well loved
across campus. You could not walk
across campus with Father Maher
without everyone from gardeners,
to students, Sodexo employees
and administrators stopping him
to say hello.” Speaking specifically
about Maher’s gift of working with
students, Cunningham added: “He
had a way of reaching out to all students, and made no distinctions.”
Father Darrin Connall expressed
his disappointment about Father
Maher’s departure saying, “It is too
bad his mission at Gonzaga University has ended. I believe it will
be a blow to the Catholic identity
of the university.”

YOUR STORIES
FEATURE
STORY

“Father Maher definitely
exemplifies what Pope
Francis calls ‘getting the
smell of the sheep.’”

When asked about his current
plans, Father Maher said he was
teaching one course at Marquette
University and exploring further
teaching opportunities. Speaking
about his abrupt return to Milwaukee, Father Maher said “It has been
very difficult leaving Gonzaga University and the Inland Northwest.
My departure from Gonzaga and
the diocese is filled with sorrow,
because I’m leaving many opportunities for ministry, leaving friends
and my fellow Jesuits. But it has
also been an opportunity to look
back at the grace-filled time I had
in the Inland Northwest.”
He will undoubtedly be missed
by the many students, staff, and
professors who knew him — along
with parishioners who met him
when he assisted in parishes and
led retreats.
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BY ALFONSO
OLIVA, MD, FACS
NW REGIONAL
DIRECTOR,
BOARD MEMBER,
CMA
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A dozen Spokane physicians and
health-care workers and their spouses recently returned from the 86th
Annual Educational Conference of
the Catholic Medical Association
(CMA) held in Denver. We were
accompanied by the chaplain of
the Spokane-Coeur d’Alene Guild,
Father Kyle Ratuiste. The theme of
this year’s conference was “Medicine at the Service of Marriage and
Family: Transforming the Culture
with Truth and Love,” inspired in
part by St. John Paul II’s apostolic
“Letter to Families.” The conference
is unlike any other medical meeting
imaginable. The day begins with the
holy rosary led by medical students
and is followed by morning Mass.
Confessions are available throughout
the day and a “special chapel” is set
for round-the-clock eucharistic adoration for the entire meeting. This
year we were joined by more than
700 members, including 30 priests,
at least an equal number of women
religious, four bishops, including
Bishop James Conley, the episcopal
adviser to the CMA, and Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila of Denver.
The CMA began in 1912 when
Boston Archbishop William Henry
O’Connell founded the first Physicians Guild in order to educate
physicians in Church doctrine as
it related to the practice of medicine. Through the years, the name
of the organization has changed
several times, but the organizational

structure of local guilds working
on behalf of their bishop has not.
Nor has the mission of the CMA
changed, “... physician-led community of health-care professionals that
informs, organizes, and inspires its
members, in steadfast fidelity to the
teachings of the Catholic Church, to
uphold the principles of the Catholic faith in the science and practice
of medicine.” Living as a faithful
Catholic and working in a medical
culture that has now become progressively hostile to Catholic thought
has numerous challenges. Often
our beliefs are summarily dismissed
as naïve, foolish, or impractical.
However, the truth of the matter is
that Church teachings on all the life
issues: abortion, stem cell research,
cloning, euthanasia, etc., is based
on very sound medical fact that can
be defended quite convincingly. The
problem is that our adversaries have
no interest in discussing the moral
validity of any argument, but would
rather just legislate us into submission and silence. If one thinks I am
overstating the facts, simply look to
our neighbors to the north. The College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Saskatchewan recently published a
draft ethics policy forcing physicians
to perform procedures, including
active euthanasia, even if the physician has a profound moral objection: “When a referral to another
health care provider is not possible
without causing a delay that would
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jeopardize the patient’s health or
well-being, physicians must provide
the patient with all health services
that are legally permissible and publicly-funded and that are consented
to by the patient or, in the case of an
incompetent patient, by the patient’s
substitute decision-maker. This obligation holds even in circumstances
where the provision of health services
conflicts with physicians’ deeply held
and considered moral or religious
beliefs.” Such proposals go beyond
respecting patient choice and would
eliminate physician conscience rights.
Closer to home, at the 2014 Washington State Medical Association
(WSMA) Annual Meeting, a policy
was proposed to revoke accreditation for teaching hospitals that did
not “offer comprehensive training
in reproductive services, sexual
health, end-of-life care (i.e., physician
assisted suicide).” This would have
revoked accreditation for religious
teaching institutions who held to
their longstanding mission. Another
2014 WSMA policy proposal would
have forced religious hospitals to
provide services contrary to their
mission and ethics. With statewide
help from CMA members, both resolutions were fortunately defeated, but
each year new proposals are crafted
with the aim of eroding physician
conscience protection.
So that is where we are today
in medicine, and I dare say in our
culture in general. We have jettisoned God from the public square
and have likewise done so from
our physician’s lounge, our operating rooms, and our adminsitrative

boardrooms. Fyodor Dostoyevsky,
writing his famous novel in 1880,
The Brothers Karamazov, describes
eloquently the results of exiling God
from the public square: “In a godless
world, everything is permitted. All
actions become equally meaningless.
This truth has been echoed numerous times by Pope emeritus Benedict
XVI who warned us of the “dictatorship of relativism.”
And that is why we need the CMA
in medicine more than ever today.
We need to proclaim daily that we
care for broken human beings that
have intrinsic value and an infinite
worth to our creator. We need to be
reminded that we are not a trade,
but part of a great tradition of men
and women who regularly transcend
their own needs for the care of another. And most of all, we need to be
reminded that we walk in the footsteps of the divine healer. For that
reason, the national CMA board adopted a vision statement that states:
“To inspire health care workers to

imitate Christ.” All who are involved
in health-care have experienced the
joys of practicing medicine, along
with the immense privilege and
responsibility that comes with being
able to share in someone else’s life on
such an intimate level. However, that
can only happen when we recognize
the face of Jesus in our patients, who
presents himself in so many disguises, as St. Teresa used to say, “We
need a medical organization that can
proclaim the Gospel of Life. To unequivocally advocate for our patients
who cannot speak for themselves; the
poor, the elderly, the handicapped,
the dying, and the unborn. To unequivocally declare in our society that
human beings are not commodities,
but are intrinsically valuable and have
inalienable rights, the most basic of
which is the right to life.”
That is why the CMA is active nationally in providing amicus briefs
in court cases such as the Hobby
Lobby and Little Sisters of the Poor
Supreme Court cases that were

decided favorably and the Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado
case that will be heard before the
Supreme Court next summer. The
CMA is also active in lobbying legislators on the important issues of
life and freedom of conscience.
So if your vocation is in healthcare, I ask you to get involved.
Become a member of the CMA. Be
active in the local and state medical
societies. If we are not at the table,
we’ll surely be on the menu. So be
a voice in defense of religious freedom and conscience protection.
Be a strong voice for Life. To be silent
in the face of 3,000 daily abortions
in this country is itself an evil. The
challenge is to be an active voice with
kindness, compassion, and understanding. Let the words of St. Paul to
the Galatians inspire us now to persevere: “Let us not grow tired of doing
good, for in due time we shall reap
our harvest, if we do not give up.”
(Gal 6:9) If you are looking for a sign
from the Holy Spirit, this is it.

LEARN MORE
To learn more
about the CMA
and how to join
visit cathmed.org

FLOCKNOTE
WHY IS THE DIOCESE USING FLOCKNOTE?
We want to communicate more easily and
effectively with you and we want to enable
our parishes to be able to do the same.
Using Flocknote allows your church and the
diocese to easily send you the information
you care about most via email and text message, and gives you the ability to give them
essential feedback, too!
AM I “IN FOR GOOD” IF I SIGN UP?
Nope! The nice thing about this great service from the church is that it's always free,
and you can unsubscribe at any time.
IS MY INFORMATION SECURE?
Yes. All of your data is transmitted across an
encrypted internet connection, and all of your
personal information is stored in secure databases. Your information is never (ever!) sold,
rented or given away to any third-parties. Find
more information at flocknote.com/privacy.

WHAT IF I DON'T
HAVE TEXTING?
You can still sign up!
As long as you have an
email address, your
church has a unique
link on the internet that
you can use to sign up
as well. Just enter your
name and your email
address, and you can still
receive all messages sent
by your church.
HOW DO I SIGN UP?
To sign up for the Diocesan
Flocknote, visit www.flocknote.com/
SpokaneDiocese or TEXT Spokane to 84576.
If your parish is using Flocknote and you have
not signed up, don’t wait. This tool is a great
blessing to help keep you in the loop of what
is going on in your parish and your diocese.
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YOUR FAITH
THEOLOGY 101

What do you say when ...
FAMILY MEMBERS CLAIM RELIGION
DOESN’T MATTER AS LONG AS
YOU’RE A GOOD PERSON?

DOUG CULP

is the CAO and
secretary for
pastoral life for
the Diocese of
Lexington, Ky.
He holds an
MA in theology
from Catholic
Theological Union
in Chicago.

THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH
AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH
Next, you might gently probe your family members’
position to see if their assertion is capable of accomplishing its goal of transcending religion in order to
attain unity. A great way to do this is to simply ask them
questions. For example, a few fundamental questions
would be: What does it mean to be a good person? Who
determines the definition of a good person? What are
the criteria for determining whether someone is good?
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THE TENSION
We often try to escape the tensions of life, but life
happens precisely in the tension. Rather than deal
seriously with the competing truth claims of different
religions through the hard, long work of dialogue, mutual
respect and a commitment to seeking the truth together,
we are sometimes tempted to search out shortcuts to
avoid healthy, necessary conflict in the name of peace.
Your family members’ statement offers you the perfect
opportunity to model what this means in practice.
Certainly, being a good person is an important step
to establishing peace between people. The question
remains, though: Is it enough? Does being a good
person represent the fullness of the truth?
Our Catholic faith would answer with a clear “no.”
It is Christ’s death and resurrection that save, not our
being good. Yes, we are to try to be good people (a
tremendous challenge given that we live in a fallen world
plagued by sin), but more so we are called to the life of
Christian discipleship — a discipleship that finds its fullest
expression at the intersection of the Tree of Life that is
the wood of the cross.

EVANGELIZATION QUIZ
Who said the following? [T]he Lord has created us in his image and
likeness, and has given us this commandment in our heart: Do good
and do not do evil. The Lord has redeemed all of us, all of us, with the
blood of Christ: all of us, not just Catholics. Everyone! ... And we all have
a duty to do good. And this commandment for everyone to do good,
I think, is a beautiful path towards peace. If we, with everyone doing his
own part; if we do good to others, if we meet there, doing good, and
we go slowly, gently, little by little, we will make that culture of meeting:
we need that so much. We must meet one another doing good. ‘But I
don’t believe, Father, I am an atheist!’ But do good! We shall meet there.
A. St. Ambrose
B. Pope Benedict XVI

C. St. Isidore
D. Pope Francis

Answer:
(D) Pope Francis

MANY PATHS, SAME GOD
The claim that all religions are equally valid and true
since all represent different paths that lead to the same
destination is well-intentioned. However, this position
seeks to build unity among people and religions by,
in essence, negating religion altogether. To hold that
all religions are equally valid and true is to say that no
religion is ultimately valid or true. Every religion makes
absolute truth claims, many of which contradict the
absolute truth claims of other faiths.

S. OLSON

FIRST THINGS FIRST
One of the first things you can do is to agree that being
a good person is important. You can also acknowledge
the goodness of your family members’ underlying desire.
That is, they are seeking some common, unifying value
capable of overcoming the divisions and conflicts that
are often attributed to differences in religious beliefs.
At the same time, you need to examine your own
reaction to this statement. Is it true? Is the goodness of
a person the point of all religions? Do religions merely
represent different paths to the same goal and are they,
therefore, all equally valid and true?

Where do the criteria come from? Why are these
the criteria and not some other criteria?
Questions like these reveal that we simply cannot
assert the absolute truth of something without making
a dogmatic claim at the same time. Absolute truth
claims are by nature dogmatic.
So, when we say that being a good person supersedes religion, we are creating a new dogma that
“good” behavior transcends all other religious truth.
We are establishing our own truth as the criterion against
which all other claims of truth must be measured. It’s as
if being a “good” person is now a religion in itself.

YOUR LIFE
GOODLIFE

YOUR FAITH
STEWARDSHIP

I

T IS HARD NOT TO BE CAUGHT UP in

WAYS TO
BE A
FAITHFUL
CATHOLIC
CONSUMER

today’s consumerist culture that glorifies
buying and selling. As Christians, we are

called to make proper use of the gifts we
have received, to have solidarity with all
people and to store up treasure in heaven,
rather than on earth. Catholic social
teaching informs believers to uphold the
dignity of human life and work, even in our
attitude toward material goods. Here are

BY EMMA VINTON

1
2

five ways to be a faithful Catholic consumer:

EXERCISE VIRTUE —

Practice integrity, especially with relation
to material goods: prudence, self-control and temperance.

BE AWARE — Take note of advertising that fails to uphold

human dignity, life and work. Try to avoid clothing companies
that degrade women, falsely advertise, treat laborers unfairly or
openly boast of beliefs that are contrary to Church teaching.

3

DO YOUR RESEARCH — Be aware of large and popular

corporations that support principles contrary to the Christian
life. Know what your money is going to support.

4

LOOK FOR HEALTHY ALTERNATIVES — Try to seek out Christian
companies that offer services — from cell phone service to mutual funds
— that uphold life and family. Look for items certified as fair trade.

5

BE GENEROUS — Give away as often as you buy. Make a

commitment to donate one article of clothing for each new
article you get, or to support a local food bank.

CATHOLICS RESPOND
TO WORLD MISSION
MESSAGE
Exactly ninety
years ago Pope Pius
Xl instituted the
first World Mission
Collection (WMC).
Now, almost a
century later,
SISTER MARY
TRACY, SNJM
WMC has become
is
the director of
a celebration of
stewardship
and
Catholicity: a time
development
for
when Catholics
the
Diocese
of
join together in
Spokane.
faith, supporting
one another as they
strive to respond to needs from all over
the world that God places before them.
The outreach of WMC invites all Catholics to recognize their responsibility to
see, to give and to evangelize.
WMC asks parishioners to give, not
out of charity or largess, but as persons
who are themselves poor and in need
of God’s love and forgiveness. Participation in the World Mission Collection
strengthens the ability of all involved
in any way to uphold the dignity of
humanity and see the face of God in
each person.

ACA UPDATE
The Bishop’s Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA)
has exceeded its goal! Thank you for your
generous participation. Because of you, the
ministries of the Diocese are stronger.
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YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

YOUR COMMUNITY
RETREAT CENTER EVENTS

In the last week of March, we begin Holy Week, which
ends with the great celebration of the Easter Triduum.
The celebration of the Triduum marks the end of the
Lenten season, and leads to the Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord at Easter Vigil. From the evening of
Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter Sunday, though
chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day,
re-counting for us the unity of Christ’s Paschal Mystery.
Immaculate Heart Retreat Center (IHRC) during this
week is offering the opportunity for women and men to
prepare and celebrate this great Paschal Mystery. Father Jeff Putthoff, SJ will be leading Immaculate Heart’s
Silent Holy Week Retreats. The theme for this year’s
retreats is “Finding Our Wholeness in Holy Week.” The
women’s retreat is March 26-28, and the men’s retreat
is March 29-31. Father Jeff will encourage Ignatian
contemplation, making use of the senses and imagination, along with his gift of great humor, to help participants enter more deeply into Holy Week and walk more
closely with Jesus. $213 per person, $125 commuters.
If you bring someone with you who has never been on a
retreat at IHRC, the retreat will be reduced to $106 for
each of you. “Come away by yourselves to a deserted
place and rest a while.” (Mk 6:31)

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018, AT 9 A.M. • Catholic
Funeral & Cemetery Services Mass of Remembrance
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018, AT 4 P.M. • St. Patrick
Parish 125-year Anniversary Mass
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018, 5:30 P.M.-8 P.M. •
Guardian Angel/St. Boniface Catholic School
Annual Steak & Wine Dinner
SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018, NOON-2:30 P.M. •
St. Patrick Dinner at Holy Ghost Parish in Valley,
Wash., in South Stevens County
SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 2018 • Palm Sunday
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018, AT 5:30 P.M. •
Chrism Mass, Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes
MARCH 29-APRIL 8 • Divine Mercy Novena •
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Spokane • Concluding
Liturgy April 8 at 1 p.m.
FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2018 • Good Friday
SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 2018 • Easter Sunday

1

Holy Week Retreats
• W
 omen’s Retreat March 26-28
• M
 en’s Retreat March 29-31
Father Jeff Putthoff, SJ • $213 (includes
meals and lodging) $125 commuters (meals
only) • If you bring someone with you who
has never been on a retreat at IHRC, the
cost for the retreat will be reduced to
$106 for each of you.

2

Silent Day of Prayer
• April Day of Prayer on the Martyrs of China
• “Don’t Stop Us from Dying with You!” The
Spirituality of China’s Martyr Saints, with
Dr. Anthony Clark (Whitworth University)
• Wednesday, April 18, 2018 • $38

3

Upcoming Retreat
• H
 enri J.M. Nouwen : Wounded Priest
and Compassionate Healer, with Michael
Higgins, PhD • July 20-22

4

Weekend Retreat
• E
 veryday God, with Father Anthony Ciorra
• Sept. 28-30,2018

APRIL 2-8 • Divine Mercy Novena • St. Thomas More
Parish • Concluding Liturgy Sunday April 8 at 2 p.m.
SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 2018, AT 9 A.M. • Catholic
Funeral & Cemetery Services Mass of Remembrance
SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 2018 AT 1:45 P.M. • Divine Mercy
Sunday Special Liturgy
SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018, 11 A.M.-2 P.M. • Catholic
Daughters of America Third Annual Tea • Court #196
will hold its tea at St. Thomas More Parish Hall, adjacent
to St. Thomas More Church, 505 W. Thomas More Way,
Spokane. Doors open at 10 a.m. Admission will be $20
per person, which will include a light meal and a “style
show” sponsored by Audrie’s Boutique. Other activities
at the tea will be gift cards and gift basket raffles and a
silent auction. For tickets and reservations, please call
Kathy at 466.3392 before April 1.
SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2018, AT 5 P.M. • Assumption
Catholic School Annual Auction
LEARN MORE

PARTICIPATE ONLINE
PARTICIPATE IN ONE OF OUR DAILY VIRTUAL
RETREATS AT IHRC.NET OR FACEBOOK.COM/
IMMACULATEHEARTRETREATCENTER
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More Details to follow on Divine Mercy Celebrations
in the April Issue, or online at dioceseofspokane.org

LAST WORD

L A MOR EN ITA AND TH E
IM MACUL AT E C ONCE P T ION

H

ere is a follow-up to the Last Word column

If every human being is offered the
grace of Christ, because of God’s
universal salvific will, and therefore
has a supernatural existential despite
Original Sin, God considering him
[i.e. every human being] from the
beginning a brother of Christ and not
only a son of Adam; if in addition,
because of her indissoluble connection with Christ (who was to come
into existence by the free consent of a
mother’s faith), she is redeemed in the
most perfect manner possible; if she
was predestined to salvation because
of the union in her of office and
person, then God’s salvific will for her
must have been given effect through
grace from the first.

in the December 2017 issue. On the Pilgrimage to Mexico (Oct. 11-17, 2017), Father Al

Grasher purchased a handsomely framed image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. I recall how we anxiously watched
the icon tumble onto the luggage carousel at the airport. It had been well-packaged. No damage. On Nov.
19, Our Lady of Guadalupe was set in place and blessed
by Father Al. This picture was the gift of Filipe and Luz
Guitron to St. Patrick Parish. Filipe and Luz have lived in
Colfax for 23 years and are proprietors of the restaurant
Sol Vallarta. They have two children and two grandchildren. Father Al has not yet announced when he will lead
his next last pilgrimage.

FATHER MARK
PAUTLER

is the chancellor
and judical vicar
of the Diocese of
Spokane.

In travels closer to home ...
Father Rory Pitstick asked me to
celebrate Mass at Ritzville, Odessa and Wilbur on Friday, Dec. 8,
the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. I arrived on time for
the 8 a.m. Mass at St. Agnes, ate
breakfast afterwards and spent the
day in the Ritzville rectory working on a special project. And what
project is that, you ask? You will
hear about it soon enough. Today,
I offer a teaser. Have you heard of
Tertullian? Do you want to make
Tertullian great again? Your chance
is coming. I left Ritzville a bit late
for the 5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph in Odessa, but arrived within
an acceptable margin of error.
That was not the case for Wilbur.
Departing Odessa at 6:30, I could
not negotiate the 37 miles of SR
21 in time for the 7 p.m. Mass.
It was well after 7 when I reached
Wilbur, and I still had to locate
Sacred Heart Church. “Look for a
well-lit building on the hillside,”

For a more erudite elucidation
of the Immaculate Conception,
we can turn to Karl Rahner’s Theological Dictionary (English edition
1965, so don’t take offense at the
non-inclusive language):

I thought. How many buildings do
you suppose are well-lit by Dec. 8
as people prepare for Christmas?
To get to the point, I arrived at
7:30. The church was still well-lit.
And the parishioners were still
there! I thank you, dear parishioners of Sacred Heart, and of St.
Joseph and St. Agnes, too, for your
proclamation of faith on Dec. 8.
How does one preach the dogma
of the Immaculate Conception?
As the foundation of my homily, I used the story of Lourdes,
where uo petito damizelo (a small
little lady) identified herself to
St. Bernadette as the Immaculate
Conception. Did she have any idea
what the damizelo meant? She had
no idea that, in 1854, four years
earlier, Pius IX had defined this
dogma. But this much we know:
Lourdes is a place of healing. What
better way than this to affirm the
healing of our wounded humanity?
This is how I establish a heartfelt
connection with the solemnity.

Got it? Then you preach the
homily next Dec. 8. The community in Wilbur has given another
reason for me to value this holy
day and honor this mystery
of faith.
The late arrival at Wilbur reinforced the lesson of leaving myself
plenty of time when filling in at
a parish. So, for instance, when
scheduled for the weekend at St.
Joseph in Otis Orchard, I made
sure to arrive by 8:10 on Sunday
morning for the 8:30 Mass. Nice
try. Mass is at 8.
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Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
Your official Catholic provider
of end-of-life services
Our experienced Family Service
Advisors and Funeral Directors will
thoughtfully assist you in planning in
advance so that your wishes are met.

Call (509) 724-2134 or visit
us online at cfcsspokane.org

THE

REMEMBER FAITHFUL

First Saturday Mass

Our next Masses will be held on Saturday, March 3rd and April 7th at 9:00am at the Holy Cross Cemetery Mausoleum Chapel

January 2018 Burial Names
CHARLES J. ALLEN

EDDIE FOY DIX

GARY MAXEY

MARY RIELLY

JONATHAN E.AUVIL

MARGARET J. GANNON

DARREL MORROW

SR. CELINE STEINBERGER, SNJM

LRENE BAKER

GERALD GIFFORD

LOIS ISABELLE NEER

SHIRLEY IRENE TYLER

RICHARD D. BENTZ

JOANN MARIE HALEY

ELSIE E. PASCUZZI

MARY ALICE VITULLI

PETER J. BUDIG

NORMAN HOFFMAN

MARY C. POHLE

MARK RICHARD WEIGAND

JOHN R. CAREY

MARIA ESTHER HOLGUIN

BERDEAN 0. REIF

EDITH WENTZ

SR. ILENE CLARK, SNJM

NANCY JENSEN

DORENE REYNOLDS

ADELINE E. WEYEN

DEBRA D. CLILFTON

GERALD L. KERR

WAYNE HAROLD REYNOLDS

NORINE WILSON

A MINISTRY SERVING
THE DIOCESE OF SPOKANE

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Center FD683 Queen of Peace Cemetery & Funeral Center FD128 St. Joseph Cemetery & Funeral Center FD129

